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io Tremont Street, Boston, April 2, 1888. 
To the Editors of the Harvard Law Review, Cambridge, Mass : — 

Gentlemen, - — Mr. Justice John Lathrop of the Superior Court of 
Massachusetts recently discovered in a collection of old papers in his 
office in the Court House, in this city, some valuable and interesting 
documents and letters relating to the organization of a Harvard Law 
School Association in the year 1868, which he has very kindly placed 
in my hands to be preserved with the papers and records of the present 
Harvard Law School Association. 

Among these papers is a printed circular containing an account of 
the formation of the Association of 1868, to which are appended the 
autograph signatures of two hundred and seventeen former members 
and students of the Harvard Law School, who subscribed to the con- 
stitution and united to form the Association. 

Believing that this document will prove of great interest, not only to 
the survivors of the group of former members of the Law School who 
united to form this first Association of its Alumni, but also to all Har- 
vard Law School men now living who are members of, or interested in, the 
present Harvard Law School Association, I send you a copy of the circu- 
lar, and of the list of the original two hundred and seventeen subscribers, 
with the request and suggestion that they be printed in the pages of the 
Harvard Law Review. 

The organization of the Association of 1868 was followed in the next 
year by a reunion of its members at a dinner at the Parker House, Boston, 
June 24, 1869, which was numerously attended. Among the distinguished 
guests present on that occasion who responded to toasts were : Hon. E. R. 
Hoar, Attorney-General of the United States ; Mr. Justice Horace Gray of 
the Supreme Court of Massachusetts ; Professor Theophilus Parsons of the 
Harvard Law School ; Chief Justice Charles L. Bradley of the Supreme 
Court of Rhode Island ; Mr. Justice Storer of Ohio ; Mr. Justice Charles 
Devens of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts ; Mr. Justice John Wells of 
the Supreme Court of Massachusetts ; Professor James Russell Lowell. 

How soon thereafter the Harvard Law School Association of 1868 
ceased altogether to meet for any purpose, either of business or 
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pleasure, and passed into history, I am unable to say, for none of the 
documents that have come recently into my possession relate to any 
proceedings, or tell the history, of the Association, subsequent to the 
dinner of June 24, 1869, and I am at present without other sources of 
information. 

Very truly yours, 

Winthrop H. Wade, 

Treasurer H. L. S. Ass'n. 



HARVARD LAW ASSOCIATION. 
Dane Law School, Cambridge, Mass. 

A meeting of the Students and Resident Graduates of the Dane Law 
School was held in the Library Room of Dane Hall, on the evening 
of the twenty-second of June, for the purpose of proposing a plan for 
the organization of an Association of trie past and present members of 
the School. At this meeting a committee was appointed to make ar- 
rangements for a second meeting, and to prepare an address to the older 
members of the School, inviting their attendance at, and co-operation 
in, the proceedings of the subsequent meeting. 

Agreeably to such instruction, the following circular was prepared 
and issued by the committee : — 

Cambridge, June 25, 1868. 

Sir, — The many pleasant, personal, and local associations which 
ordinarily grow out of the assembling together of young men, for the 
purposes of education and general culture, have often suggested to the 
members of the Law School of Harvard University a desire to adopt 
some means of keeping alive an interest in each other's fortunes and 
success in life, and in preserving those relations of personal regard, 
which time and a separation from each other can hardly fail to dim, if 
no,t to obliterate. 

Encouraged by opinions expressed by past members of the School, 
the present members thereof, in order to devise a plan for a more per- 
manent union of influence and interest, convened at Dane Hall on the 
evening of the twenty-second inst., to consult upon the best means of 
accomplishing this purpose. A committee was raised to consult with 
former members of the School and ask their co-operation, and to address 
to such of them as they could reasonably expect to be present, a circular 
inviting them to attend a meeting at an early day, for the purpose of 
forming an Association similar to the Alumni Associations of the New 
England Colleges, of such as have been members of the Harvard Law 
School, to come together at stated periods, and to strengthen and extend 
a liberal and generous sympathy among those who have been educated 
to the same noble science, and have shared the instruction and honors 
of a common Alma Mater. 

This circular letter, subscribed by past as well as present members of 
the School, has accordingly been prepared, and is now forwarded to 
you, requesting you to meet at Dane Hall, on Thursday, July 9th, 1868, 
at 1% o'clock P.M., to confer and take measures to organize such an 
Association. If unable to attend, please communicate your views and 
wishes in the premises, by letter, to be read at the meeting, addressed 
to George H. Bates, Cambridge, Mass. 
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The undersigned would venture further to suggest, in favor of such an 
Association, that, if organized and sustained upon the broad and generous 
principle of cultivating a mutual respect and regard among the members 
of a profession so widely extended, and embracing within its scope so 
many subjects of important and interesting investigation, it can hardly 
fail to be of great value as an instrumentality for good, beyond its bear- 
ing upon the personal relations of its members. It can be made the 
medium of a sound public sentiment upon matters outside of the imme- 
diate precincts of professional duty, and will go far towards creating and 
strengthening that relation which ought to subsist between educated 
men, and supplying a principle of national life and unity to the active 
thought of the country. 

Yours truly, 

George S. Hillard, Horace R. Cheney, 

Emory Washburn, George H. Bates, 

Benj. R. Curtis, Thos. McC. Babson, 

Chas. Theo. Russell, John J. McCook, 

Thos. Russell, Of the School. 

E. P. Brown, 
J. Q. A. Brackett, 
Wm. H. Winters, 

Of the Alumni. 

The second meeting was held in Dane Hall, on Thursday evening, 
July 9th, and was organized on motion of Hon. Geo. S. Hillard, by 
the appointment of Ex-Gov. Washburn as Chairman. Prof. Wash- 
burn, on taking the chair, made a statement of the objects of the meet- 
ings, and expressed himself as heartily in favor of the establishment of 
an Association of the character proposed, believing that the existence of 
such an organization would advantageously affect the prosperity and in- 
fluence of the School ; that it would be a bond of sympathy and union 
between the members of the profession in all parts of the Union, who 
have enjoyed the advantages of a legal education at Cambridge, and 
would assist in securing the success of those important principles and 
objects to which the attention of the Alumni had been called in the 
above circular. On motion, Mr. W. H. Winters was appointed Sec- 
retary. Hon. Chas. Theo. Russell moved that the meeting proceed 
to the organization of an Association of the School as proposed. The 
motion was carried. 

On motion of Hon. Richard H. Dana, Jr., it was voted that a com- 
mittee of five be appointed to draft a Constitution. The Chair appointed 
as members of said committee, Messrs. Dana, Lathrop, Wright, 
Brackett, and Babson. 

During the absence of the committee, Mr. G. H. Bates, of Dela- 
ware, read letters in response to the circular from Judge Geo. Hoad- 
ley, Cincinnati ; Gen. Geo. F. Shepley, Portland ; Hon. Elihu B. 
Washburne, Washington, D.C. ; Hon. Wm. Pinckney White, Baltimore ; 
Gov. R. B. Hayes, Ohio ; Judge Nathaniel Holmes, St. Louis ; 
Hon. A. G. Magrath, Charleston, S.C. ; Hon. Chas. Peabody, New 
York ; Judge Devens, Worcester ; Judge Marcus Morton ; Hon. John 
C. Churchill, Washington, D.C. ; Prof. Theo. Parsons, and others. 
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Brief and interesting addresses were also made by Hon. Geo. S. 
Hillard (Class of 1832), James Russell Lowell (Class of 1841), 
Hon. Richard H. Dana, Jr., and by other gentlemen. 

The Committee on the Constitution, through their Chairman, Mr. 
Dana, made their report. 

The Constitution as adopted is hereinafter recited. 

Upon the adoption of the Constitution, a committee on permanent 
organization, composed of Messrs. Russell, Lowell, Thomas, Clif- 
ford, and Bates, were appointed. The report of the committee was 
accepted, and the following members were selected as the officers of 
the Association for the first term : — 

President, Hon. Benjamin R. Curtis, Massachusetts. 

Vice-Presidents, " Charles Bradley, Rhode Island. 
" Wm. M. Evarts, New York. 
" A. S. Magrath, South Carolina. 
" George Hoadley, Ohio. 
" Ogden Hoffman, California. 
Recording Secretary, John Lathrop, Esq., Boston. 
Corresponding Secretary, C. C. Read, " " 

Treasurer, Wm. I. Bowditch, " " 

Executive Committee, Hon. Richard H. Dana, Jr. 
" George S. Hillard. 
Henry W. Muzzey, Esq. 
Frank Goodwin, " 
John F. Smith, " 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, That the members of the Association are earnestly rec- 
ommended to form auxiliary local clubs in the States and principal 
cities of the Union, to assist in promoting the objects set forth in the 
preamble to the Constitution. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

Gentlemen who have been connected with the Law School, either as 
professors or students, are invited to subscribe their names to the fol- 
lowing, the Constitution. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE HARVARD LAW ASSOCIATION. 

Preamble. 

The past and present members of the Dane Law School of Harvard 
University unite to form "The Harvard Law Association," having in 
view, among others, the following objects : To maintain and advance 
the character of the Dane Law School, — to promote its general wel- 
fare, to revive the pleasing memories of common legal studies, to 
secure the highest moral and intellectual standards for the legal profes- 
sion, and to purify it from sectional and all other narrowing influences ; 
also by cultivating a mutual respect and an agreeable social intercourse 
among its members, to become the medium of a sound public sentiment 
npon matters outside of the strict limits of professional duty, and to 
create and strengthen those relations which ought to subsist between 
educated men whose position gives them influence over the life and 
thought of the country. 
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Art. I. of Members. 

All who have been connected with the Law School, either as pro- 
fessors or students, shall be of right members of the Association. 

Art. II. of Officers. 

Section i. The Officers of the Association shall be a President, 
five Vice-Presidents, a Recording Secretary, a Corresponding Secre- 
tary, a Treasurer, and an Executive Committee; all of whom shall be 
elected at regular meetings of the Association, to serve for the term of 
two years. 

Sect. 2. The President shall preside at all meetings, and perform all 
the other duties usually incident to that office. 

Sect. 3. The Vice-Presidents in the order of seniority shall, in the 
absence of the President, perform his duties. 

They shall be elected one from each of the New England, Middle, 
Southern, Western, and Pacific divisions of States. 

Sect. 4. The Recording Secretary shall have charge of all records 
of the Association, shall make and keep accurate minutes of all meet- 
ings, shall prepare and preserve, as accurately as may be, a record of 
all members of the Association, with the year in which they left the 
School, their residence, the public positions which they may have held, 
and any other matters of interest concerning them. He may in his 
discretion appoint in any State an Assistant Secretary, whose duty it 
shall be to collect and forward to him any statistics in regard to the 
members of the Association in that section of the country. 

Sect. 5. The Corresponding Secretary shall conduct the correspond- 
ence of the Association. 

Sect. 6. The Executive Committee shall consist of five members, by 
election, residing in Massachusetts, and the Secretary and Treasurer, 
ex-officiis. 

Art. III. Meetings. 

There shall be a meeting of the Association every year, at such time as 
the Executive Committee shall appoint, who shall also have authority to 
call special meetings, with such notice as they shall deem sufficient 

Art. IV. Amendments. 

This Constitution may be amended at any of the regular meetings of 
the Association by a vote of two-thirds of those present. 

B. R. Curtis, K. B. Kendall, Edward Bangs, 

Emory Washburn, H. A. Scudder, Thos. P. Proctor, 

Theophilus Parsons, Rich. H. Dana, jr., George E. Otis, 

Nathaniel Holmes, G. S. Hillard, Philip H. Sears, 

Darwin E. Ware, John Lathrop. Joseph F. Clark, 

Geo. Griggs, Austin J. Coolidge, R. F. Fuller, 

John C. Ropes, G. H. Richards, Edw'd D. Boit, jr., 

Edwin H. Abbot, Jas. Hewins, S. Lothrop Thorndike, 

George M. Reed, Fisher Ames, John C. Gray, jr., 

J. M. F'. Howard, R. R. Bishop, Samuel C. Davis, jr., 

F. C. Loring, Arthur Lincoln, John Codman, 

Sam]. Batchelder, jr., George S. Frost, Geo. A. Fisher, 

Thornton K. Lothrop, James J. Wright, C. '61, Robert D. Smith, 



NOTES. 



93 



Henry H. Sprague, 

Wm. VV. Warren, 

Leonard A. Jones, 

George Abbot James, 

Charles E. Stratton, jr., 

Samuel S. Shaw, 

C. W. Loring, 

Samuel Snow, 

Theodore H. Tyndale, 

Benj. F. Thomas; 

A. K. P. Joy, 

Sam. W. Bates, 

S. E. Sewall, 

Charles F. Choate, 

Richard Olney, 

Thomas Weston, jr., 

W. R. P. Washburn, 

W. W. Swan, 

H. Farnum Smith, 

J. Q. A. Brackett, 
Wm. A. Munroe, 

George M. Hobbs, 
William Henry Towne, 
Isaac Hull Wright, 
George B. Bigelow, 
Abbe C. Clark, 
William Blaikie, 
Frank W. Bigelow, 
S. H. Wentwprth, 
Horace R. Cheney, 
C. M. Ellis, 
Augustine Jones, 
Charles J. Mclntire, 
Albert B. Otis, 
C. Demond, 
Saml. Jennison, 
Ambrose Wellington, 
Selwin Z. Bowman, 
W. P. Walley, 
George F. Piper, 
Moorfield Storey, 
Henry Hyde Smith, 
Thomas F. Maquire, 
M. E. Ingalls, 
F. W. Jacobs, 
Lemuel Shaw, 
John G. King, 
Gardiner G. Hubbard, 
Chas. Theo. Russell, 

C. C. Reed, 
A. C. Buzell, 
Thomas H. Russell, 
William E. Perkins, 

D. J. Collins, 
George P. Sanger, 
Isaac S. Morse, 
Hales W. Suter, 
N. B. Bryant, 
Hiram Wellington, 
Fras. A. Brooks, 



Benj. F. Brooks, 
Henry M. Rogers, 
Gerard C. Tobey, 
A. J. C. Sowdon, 
Woodward Emery, 
John P. Treadwell, 
Alex. Young, 
John T. Wilson, 
M. A. Blaisdell, 
H. J. Stevens, 
Nathan Morse, 
E. Augustus Alger, 
James F. Farley, 
Jabez S. Holmes, 
Oliver Stevens, 
Charles F. Donnelly, 
Phineas Ayer, 
Chas. F. Dunbar, 
Chas. Eustis Hubbard, 
Charles G. Keyes, 
W. W. Blackmar, 
A. B. Almon, 
I. D. Van Duzee, 
John H. Ellis, 
J. Lewis Stackpole, 
Jon. F. Barrett, 
J. E. Bates, 
Geo. W. Tuxbury, 
Geo. Z. Adams, 
William B. Durant, 
Geo. Wm. Estabrook, 
Uriel H. Crocker, 
Edwin Wright, 
Geo. L. Roberts, 
O. B. Mowry, 
T. L. Sturtevant, 
J. Brown Lord, 
Henry L. Hallett, 
Frank W. Hackett, 
Wm. A. Herrick, 
E. L. Motte, 
Frank W. Kittredge, 
Wm. J. Forsaith, 
George G. Crocker, 
J. H. Bradley, 
Joseph Willard, 
A. W. Lamson, 
C. G. Thomas, 
W T illiam G. Colburn, 
Jas. B. F. Thomas, 
George W. Ware, jr., 
Warren Tilton, 
Henry C. Hutchins, 
J. Wingate Thornton, 
John Noble, 
E. P. Brown, 
A. S. Wheeler, 
Chas. Wheeler, 
Ivers J. Austin, 
Charles Allen, 



William W. Carruth, 
Charles F. Walcott, 
Aaron E. Warner, 
John W. Titus, 
Wm. C. Williamson, 
Alonzo B. Wentworth, 
John W. Hudson, 
Geo. H. Gordon, 
R M. Morse, jr., 
Richard Stone, jr., 
C. W. Huntington, 

B. W. Harris, 
Chas. R. Train, 
Max Fischacher, 
Henry W. Muzzey, 
A. Kingsbury, 
Jos. M. Churchill, 
Alfred Hemenway, 
Chas. W. Storey, 
Payson E. Tucker, 
John O. Teele, 

S. Arthur Bent, 
Wm. I. Bowditch, 
Horace G. Hutchins, 
N. S. J. Green, 
George Bancroft, 
H. H. Coolidge, 
William A. Hayes, jr., 
John A. Loring, 
Maurice Goddard, 
John L. Eldridge, 
Charles E. Powers, 
John C. Park, 

C. H. Hudson, 
Francis Bartlett, 
John L. Thomdike, 
Linus M. Child, 
Asa French, 
George White, 
William A. Richardson 
L. B. Thompson, 
Wm. P. Harding, 

J. W. Hammond, 
Francis W. Palfrey, 
James J. Storrow, 
S. Bartlett, jr., 
David Thaxter, 
Saml. F. McCleary, 
Charles P. Curtis, 
Robert Codman, 

E. P. Nettleton, 

M. F. Dickinson, junr, 

F. W. Pelton, 
Joel Giles, 

Geo. R. Hastings, 
Thos. Wm. Clarke, 
Alonzo V. Lynde, 
Curtis Abbott. 



